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SECRET NEW DELHI 3357 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS, MARR, IN, PK, US 

SUBJECT: INDIAN ACQUISITION OF DEEP PENETRATION STRIKE 
AIRCRAFT 

REF: (A) NEW DELHI A-36 (B) ISLAMABAD 2041 

1 . EMBASSY WELCOMES ISLAMABAD'S SUGGESTION (REF B) 

THAT WASHINGTON AGENCIES UNDERTAKE A STUDY OF THE 
COMPARATIVE AIR STRENGTH OF INDIA AND PAKISTAN AND THE 
EFFECT ON IT OF INDIA'S ACQUIRING DEEP PENETRATION 
STRIKE AIRCRAFT (DPSA). DEPARTMENT WILL NOTE THAT OUR 
OWN STUDY AGREES WITH ISLAMABAD'S SUPPOSITION THAT AN 
INDIAN DPSA FORCE WOULD INCREASE THE EXISTING DISPARITY 
IN INDIA'S FAVOR. OUR COMPARISON OF THE PAF S MIRAGE V 
AND THE JAGUAR (AS REPRESENTATIVE OF THE DPSA INDIA SEEKS) 

WHICH CONCLUDES THAT THE BASIC AIRCRAFT ARE ESSENTIALLY 
SIMILAR WAS, OF COURSE, BASED ON THE INFORMATION AVAILABLE 
HERE. THIS CONCLUSION IS CRITICAL TO OUR POLICY 
RECOMMENDATION THAT RATHER THAN ATTEMPT TO DISSUADE THE 
GOI OR ITS POSSIBLE SUPPLIERS FROM PROCEDING WITH THE 

DPSA PROJECT WE SHOULD ATTEMPT TO LIMIT THE 
INTRODUCTION OF NEW MILITARY TECHNOLOGY THROUGH THE 
OPTIONS WITH WHICH THE DPSA COULD BE FITTED. WE 
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THEREFORE AGREE WITH ISLAMABAD THAT THE DEPARTMENT'S 
ANALYSIS SHOULD CMP ARE THE MIRAGE V AND THE JAGUAR. 

AT THAT POINT WE SHALL BE BETTER ABLE TO CONSIDER 
WHAT OUR APPROACH TO THE GOI AND/OR THE EUROPEAN 
SUPPLIERS SHOULD BE. 

2. ADDRESSEES SHOULD BE AWARE THAT INDIANS, BOTH 
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MILITARY AND GOI, ARE AWARE OF OUR APPREHENSION AND 
CONCERN THAT THEIR DPSA PROJECT MIGHT RESULT IN AN 
ESCALATION OF THE REGIONAL ARMS RACE. SEVERAL WEEKS AGO, 

THE AMBASSADOR RAISED THIS SUBJECT WITH FOREIGN SECRETARY 
JAGAT MEHTA AND NOTED THAT HE FOUND IT PUZZLING THAT 
INDIA WOULD MAKE THIS SUBSTANTIAL EXPENDITURE WHICH WAS 
I.IKT.F.Y TO RESULT IN AN EFFORT BY PAKISTAN TO STRENGTHEN 
ITS AIR FORCE. THE AMBASSADOR STATED THAT IN SUCH A CASE 
THE GOP WAS LIKELY TO TURN TO THE US. METHA MADE NO REPLY 
TO THE AMBASSADOR. 

GOHRF.N 
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